12        DECISIVE MOMENTS IN THE HISTORY OF ISLAM
the conditions which accompanied the introduction of
Muslim sovereignty in the conquered lands ; it was
mostly established after the conquest on solid basis,
not to be shaken by those elements of hostility which
usually move the conquered against the invader,
endangering his sovereignty, and making it totter on
a secret volcano of indignation, thirst of revenge, and
desire of liberty ; a volcano which would explode at
the first occasion, and at the slightest provocation.
The Arabs, though occupied with conquests, could
proceed at the same time with the organization of the
new nations and societies, and cementing their under-
standing with the conquered. They submitted them
to the laws and spirit of Islam in successive decades ;
they avoided the evils of violence and rapidity which
may kindle the reactionary effects and passions, and
would destroy a state based on coercion and continued
oppression, and ignored all rights, feelings and aspi-
rations.
Such were the factors and conditions which
impelled the first Islamic conquests, paved its way, and
made from the conquered nations allies of the Arabs,
seeing in their arrival a sort of liberation and better
fate. And so the Arabs were able, in less than a cen-
tury, to sweep over the greater part of the ancient
world, in the east and the west, and cross the sea from
the west into the heart of Christendom. This victo-
rious march, however, waned before long, when the
Arabs enjoyed peace and prosperity under the orga-
nized state. Meanwhile, the Roman Empire and
Christianity were able to muster their forces and
prepare their defence. The Arabs suffered their first
decisive defeat under the walls of Constantinople, and
Europe was closed before them from the East. And
in the plains of Tours, where they suffered their second
defeat, was the closing chapter in their victorious
career in Western Europe. Islam then retired to the
South, where it confined itself in Spain. The great